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MESSAGE
CHAIRPERSON’S

 Today, I want to reflect on what COP30 means for us Nepalese, as this matter is relevant to our diverse and
vulnerable landscape. So, as engineers, we should use our knowledge and experience to develop
innovative, feasible, and implementable ideas that help build a resilient, sustainable future, prepared to
cope with similar circumstances.

Climate-resilient infrastructure - Our infrastructures must be designed for the climate of the future not of
the past.  Our roads, bridges, hydropower plants, and urban settlements must be climate-resilient,
incorporating early warning technologies and meeting construction standards that anticipate extreme
weather. Engineers should also work towards creating and continuously updating hazard maps that well in
advance predict the extreme weather patterns. Thus, we should invest in resilient design rather than
rebuilding after disasters.

Clean and resilient energy systems - Nepal has a tremendous opportunity to lead in renewable energy. Our
hydropower potential is immense, but climate change threatens hydrological patterns. Engineers must
therefore diversify Nepal's energy mix—integrating solar, wind, and storage technologies—to stabilize
supply and reduce climate risk. Moreover, transportation powered by electricity, reduced reliance on fossil
fuels, and energy-efficient buildings will be essential if Nepal is to meet its net-zero vision.

Nature-based solutions and community-centered engineering - In countries like Nepal, we should be
inclined to adopt nature-based solutions such as bioengineering for slope stabilisation, gabion wall
reinforcement against landslides, and flood mitigation techniques. Similarly, we should focus on
community-centered engineering to meet the specific needs of communities and protect their
infrastructure.  An example of such an initiative is Community forestry.

The much-anticipated COP30, an UN Climate Change Conference
2025, took place in Belém, Brazil, from 10-21 November 2025, where
world leaders and negotiators from member states came together to
address the climate crisis. Primarily, focusing on limiting the global
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, helping vulnerable
communities adapt to the effects of climate change, and achieving
net-zero emissions by 2050.
 
As we all stand at a decisive moment in human history, when the
threat posed by climate change is becoming more prominent, it is
alarming to note that Nepal ranks 4th in terms of vulnerability to
climate change, even though it contributes less than 0.1% of global
emissions. The Germanwatch Climate Risk Index 2020 ranked Nepal
as the 9th hardest-hit nation by climate calamities during the period
1999 to 2018.

As we step into the New Year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members and supporters
for the continued support and active participation. 
Let 2026 be a year where we lead with purpose, harnessing our full potential to shape a better future
through sustainability, digital advancement, and innovation.
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EVENT  //
1.Webinar 05  :  The City that Cares – Merging Engineering, Technology and AI to Create Spaces that Look After People - 21

September 2025

st

2.Tour visit : Chairperson’s tour visit – 24  September 2025th

3.WEBINAR Series 06 : World Models : The Digital Twins for Agentic AI – 11  October 2025th

4.Talk Program Series 08 : How Nepal can build a safer future after Disasters with Focus on Flood Resilience– 15  October
2025

th

5.Talk Program Series 09 : Urban Sustainability in Nepal Challenges and Prospects– 29  October 2025th

6.Networking event – 10  November 2025th

7.  Professional guidance - Series 1 – 10  November 2025th

8.  Professional guidance - Series 2 – 24  November 2025th

1.Webinar Series 05  : The City that Cares – Merging Engineering, Technology and
AI to Create Spaces that Look After People –  21  September 2025st

The Society of Nepalese Engineers UK (SONEUK) successfully held its fifth
webinar on 21 September 2025 as part of the “SONEUK Webinar Series,” under
the title “The City that Cares – Merging Engineering, Technology and AI to Create
Spaces that Look After People.”
The session was presented by seasoned AI professional Mr Rohit Ail, Head of
Technology at Samsung, and moderated by Dr Rudra Poudel, Vice Chairperson of
SONEUK.

Chairperson Er Subodh Timilsina opened the session by paying tribute to the
young lives lost during the GEN-Z protest on 8 and 9 September 2025. He
expressed hope that this event would mark the beginning of a new era in Nepal
and that the sacrifices of the young lives would be honoured. He then welcomed
the speaker, moderator, and participants.

List of key events : 

Mr Rohit Ail began with a brief
introduction, providing an
overview of an imaginative world
where “buildings monitor air
quality and adjust ventilation
automatically, transport
networks adapt in real time to
reduce delays, and community
services anticipate needs before
they arise.”

The presentation focused on how emerging engineering, technology, and AI can shape urban spaces,
highlighting practical examples from cities and nations around the world. It also explored different city
components such as infrastructure, mobility and transport, the energy sector, healthcare, and wellbeing.
The discussion further examined topics including balancing human wellbeing and sustainability, leveraging AI-
powered tools for efficient urban planning, optimising resources through data analytics, and enhancing citizen
experiences. Participants asked insightful questions on issues ranging from the link between sustainability and
smart cities to ITS systems and integrating smart city components into civil infrastructure.
Concerns regarding surveillance, the digital divide, and digital literacy for non-tech-savvy individuals were also
raised, alongside challenges related to data reliability and accuracy.
The session concluded successfully, providing an insightful discussion on one of the most relevant topics in
smart cities and AI. In his closing remarks, the SONEUK Chairperson thanked Mr Rohit Ail for his presentation, Dr
Rudra Poudel for moderating, and all contributors and participants for their active engagement, acknowledging
SONEUK’s valuable collaboration in making the event a success.
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The Society of Nepalese Engineers in the UK (SONEUK) hosted its sixth Webinar titled ‘World Models: The Digital
Twins for Agentic AI.’ The session was presented by Dr Rudra Poudel, Associate Principal Researcher in Artificial
Intelligence and PhD supervisor at both the University of Cambridge and the University of Oxford.
The session was moderated by Professor Keshav Dahal, an expert in Intelligent Systems at the University of the
West of Scotland.
The session commenced with SONEUK Chairperson Er Subodh Timilsina introducing the topic of world models.
Prof Dahal and Dr Poudel gave brief introductions, sharing their academic and professional interests in AI, and
encouraged participants to contact them directly for further discussion.

EVENT  //

The Chairperson, SONEUK, Er. Subodh Timilsina visited Nepali
Engineers in Saltash, Cornwall on 24  September 2025  .th

During the visit, they discussed SONEUK and what new engineers
expect from the organisation.  Er  Timilsina shared SONEUK’s
activities and encouraged the engineers to get involved, take part in
its initiatives, and grow their professional network. He highlighted
that by engaging more, members can build their knowledge,
strengthen their skills, and contribute to collective growth.

The engineers in Saltash also raised some requests and shared their
thoughts with the Chairperson, who noted them down for future
implementation.

2.Tour visit  : Chairperson’s tour visit –  24  September 2025th

3.WEBINAR Series 06  : World Models : The Digital Twins for Agentic AI –  11  October 2025th

The final segment focused on Agentic AI and ethical considerations. Dr Poudel
concluded with a summary of key insights. Following the presentation, Prof Dahal
led an interactive Q&A session, where participants discussed topics such as AI
alignment, ethical implications, technical design, systematic thinking,
methodological integration in AI and digital twin technologies. 

One participant raised concerns about the potential risks of AI producing
arbitrary outputs, sparking a lively exchange on ways to improve AI reliability. The
discussion centered on potential approaches to enhancing AI reliability, including
the use of reasoning mechanisms, the implementation of Reinforcement Learning
Verification Rewards (RLVR), and the application of supervised learning
techniques. These ideas reflect a growing interest in developing AI models that
are not only intelligent but also trustworthy, transparent, and aligned with human
reasoning.

The webinar concluded with closing remarks from Chairperson Er Subodh
Timilsina, who expressed his appreciation to the speaker, moderator, and
attendees. Participants represented a diverse range of fields, including public
health, engineering, and the civil service. With 50 attendees, SONEUK celebrated
another successful event and expressed optimism for even greater engagement
in future webinars. The recording of this session has been uploaded in our
SONEUK Youtube Channel.

Dr Poudel defined world models and
demonstrated their connection to real-
world applications, including the use of AI
tools such as ChatGPT. He also highlighted
the importance of language reasoning in
world modelling and presented an example
of multimodal world model. In the second
part of his talk, Dr Poudel delved into the
concept of digital twins, clarifying the
differences between static and dynamic
models. He also touched on costs,
healthcare, and planning of processes.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/687128108038988/user/1807003159/?__cft__[0]=AZWRFng8lRNfPPwpsv5W9exawXYU_z3Cy0gRWUKbsdPBqKh18U6REt8SdgLwHQWDyTiKlb0wmmjPoZo5hj7qe__5X8ErKnxdJf12qa12CyvyUeCWfQX0-qggXgWckh19H9KjPPKuh2NHC8ukdNx-YtJHGCWUZxA9gsNUMzS-Xe5Dyie5j-_32VXZcF89paJe1T1egpFEfaG1fXqVLO-3wVaK&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687128108038988/user/1807003159/?__cft__[0]=AZWRFng8lRNfPPwpsv5W9exawXYU_z3Cy0gRWUKbsdPBqKh18U6REt8SdgLwHQWDyTiKlb0wmmjPoZo5hj7qe__5X8ErKnxdJf12qa12CyvyUeCWfQX0-qggXgWckh19H9KjPPKuh2NHC8ukdNx-YtJHGCWUZxA9gsNUMzS-Xe5Dyie5j-_32VXZcF89paJe1T1egpFEfaG1fXqVLO-3wVaK&__tn__=-]K-R
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The Society of Nepalese Engineers in the UK (SONEUK) successfully held its
Talk Programme Series 08, titled “How Nepal Can Build a Safer Future After
Disasters: With a Focus on Flood Resilience.” The event took place on 15
October 2025.
The session was moderated by Engineer Srijana Khadka, and Young Engineer
Ajeena Timilsina presented her research on Understanding Nepal’s Flood
Vulnerabilities and Disaster Trends. The event took the form of an open
discussion, encouraging participants to share insights on practical disaster
resilience strategies.

Ajeena discussed traditional and modern approaches to disaster management
in Nepal, community-based preparedness, institutional coordination, and
strategies for building a disaster-resilient nation. She also highlighted how
SONEUK and its partner organisations can contribute to capacity building,
research exchange, and technical expertise in disaster management.

Sharing her motivation for focusing on disaster resilience, Ajeena spoke
about her interest in sustainable infrastructure and her aim to explore
how engineers in the UK can support Nepal’s disaster preparedness and
recovery. She emphasised that while natural disasters cannot be
prevented, their impacts can be reduced through early warning systems,
resilient infrastructure, adaptive policies, and improved community
preparedness.
She noted that Nepal currently allocates only around 1 % of its national
budget to disaster preparedness and compared this to countries such as
the United Kingdom, Japan, and New Zealand. She stressed the
importance of stronger policies and disaster education, suggesting that
Nepal could adopt initiatives such as a “Monsoon Awareness Week,”
similar to international examples where disaster management is included
in school curricula and community drills.
Presenting recent flood data, Ajeena reported that 205 people died in
2022, 104 in 2023, 224 in 2024, and 47 so far in 2025. Referring to the
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA),
she acknowledged progress but noted that much more still needs to be
done.

EVENT  //
4. Talk Program Series 08  : How Nepal can build a safer future after Disasters with Focus on Flood Resilience–
15  October 2025th

She proposed practical solutions, including the use of eco-friendly construction materials, upgrading sewage
systems, building flood defences, enforcing zoning laws, planting trees, and organising compulsory community
drills. She also encouraged collaboration with universities and research institutions to strengthen early warning
systems and apply artificial intelligence in flood forecasting and management.
During the interactive discussion, participants shared their views on the Koshi Barrage and long-term solutions for
recurring Koshi floods, contributing valuable perspectives from both technical and policy standpoints.
The programme concluded with closing remarks from Chairperson Er Subodh Timilsina, who thanked the speaker
and moderator for their contributions. He expressed appreciation for the engaging discussions and reaffirmed
SONEUK’s commitment to promoting dialogue, research, and innovation in disaster resilience and sustainable
engineering. The recording of this session has been uploaded in our SONEUK Youtube Channel.
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EVENT  //

5. Talk Program Series 09  : Urban Sustainability in Nepal Challenges and Prospects–  29  October 2025th

The Society of Nepalese Engineers in the UK (SONEUK) successfully held
the ninth event in its Talk Programme series on Wednesday, 29 October
2025.

The talk, titled “Urban Sustainability in Nepal: Challenges and Prospects”,
was presented by Er. Manoj Kapri. The session began with a warm welcome
from the moderator, Er. Srijana Khadka.
Er. Kapri’s presentation provided an overview of the rapid growth of
urbanisation in Nepal and the associated sustainability challenges. He
discussed how inclusive and resilient urban development can be achieved,
sharing practical examples of sustainability measures successfully adopted
in other countries.
He also highlighted the strategies outlined in Nepal’s National Urban Development Strategy (NUDS) 2017 for
creating smart and liveable cities. Er. Kapri concluded by emphasising the importance of supporting research,
capacity building, and technical expertise to promote sustainable urban growth.

He also highlighted the strategies outlined in Nepal’s National Urban Development Strategy (NUDS) 2017 for
creating smart and liveable cities. Er. Kapri concluded by emphasising the importance of supporting research,
capacity building, and technical expertise to promote sustainable urban growth.
The question-and-answer session was highly interactive, with participants discussing contributing factors to
the urban heat island effect in cities such as Kathmandu and Pokhara. Several effective measures for
promoting sustainable urban growth were also proposed.

The session lasted just over an hour and concluded with a lively interactive discussion and it was concluded
with remarks from Dr. Rudra Paudel, Vice Chairperson of SONEUK, who reiterated the need for Nepal to adopt
sustainable approaches to urban development and expressed gratitude to Er. Kapri for his insightful
presentation.

SONEUK extends its sincere thanks to Er. Kapri for his dedicated efforts in delivering such an informative and
thought-provoking talk. The organisation also expresses its appreciation to all participating engineers for their
active engagement, insightful questions, and enthusiastic participation, which greatly contributed to the
success of the event.
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EVENT //

6. Networking event –  10  November 2025th

Hull, United Kingdom - The Chairperson of the Society of
Nepalese Engineers in the UK (SONEUK), Er. Subodh Timilsina,
as part of a wider initiative to bring together Nepalese
engineers under the SONEUK network, visited the city of York
on 7 November 2025 and attended a Meet and Greet
Networking Event on Saturday, 8 November 2025, at the
University of Hull.
The programme brought together Nepalese engineering
students, professionals, and members of the wider Yorkshire
community to strengthen collaboration and professional
networking within the engineering field.
The event at the University of Hull was coordinated by Er. Hari
Krishna Neupane. During the session, former SONEUK
Chairperson Mr. Ghanashyam Poudel and Senior Engineer
Ganesh Thapa highlighted the importance of SONEUK and
emphasised how members can benefit through active
participation.

The gathering proved successful, with strong support from local professionals and students, aiming to build a
bridge between aspiring student engineers and established professionals working across Yorkshire and beyond.
Chairperson Er. Subodh Timilsina commenced the session by warmly welcoming all participants. In his opening
remarks, he provided an overview of SONEUK’s mission and ongoing initiatives, highlighting the organisation’s
dedication to promoting learning, engagement, and career guidance for Nepalese engineers in the UK.
He stressed the importance of community-driven events such as these in fostering collaboration, professional
growth, and mutual support.
He further encouraged members and new engineers to participate actively in mainstream programmes that
help develop soft skills and enhance employment opportunities.
Throughout the programme, participants actively shared their insights and suggestions on how SONEUK could
further enhance its support for Nepalese engineers and students.

On Friday, 7 November, Chairperson Er. Subodh Timilsina also met with Nepalese engineers and members of the
local community in York. This meeting provided another valuable opportunity to engage with professionals and
understand the needs and aspirations of Nepalese engineers across different regions.
The networking events concluded on a positive and inspiring note, reaffirming SONEUK’s ongoing commitment
to empowering Nepalese engineers in the UK through collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and community
engagement.
SONEUK plans to organise more such events in the future.
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EVENT //

Society of Nepalese Engineers in UK
(SONEUK) organised session #2 of the
professional guidance series on 24th
November 2025.
The event was led by Chaiperson Er
Subodh Timilsina, where young aspiring
engineers came forward to discuss the
problems and barriers they are facing
in the journey of employment ladder.
Er. Timilsina listened and provided
valuable guidance on ways different
approaches for improving the skill sets,
CV refinement as well as provided
insights from the employer’s
perspective . The session was very
intensive and successful and lasted for
over 1.5 hours .

8.  Professional guidance Series 2 –  24  November 2025th

7.  Professional guidance Series 1 –  10  November 2025th

The first series of Professional guidance took place on 10th November 2025. The session started with a
welcome note by  Er Subodh Timilsina, Chairperson, SONEUK after which he shared the what these sessions
were intended for. He talked about the UK job market and industry practices, he suggested to use the CV
guidance service that SONEUK provides to their members. He elaborated the importance of soft skills and
communication skill are essential here in the UK. He urged participants to present themselves in platforms
SONEUK provides to enhance and improve their communication skills. 
Also in the live session, all participants shared their experiences and journey in the UK. It was a engaging and
open session which lasted for more than an hour.

Society of Nepalese Engineers in the
UK (SONEUK) launched a new online
mentoring initiative, offering members
direct access to professional guidance
from SONEUK Chairperson Er. Subodh
Timilsina. 

This platform is designed to support
members seeking career development,
industry insights, and professional
growth within the UK engineering
landscape. Participants benefit from
Er. Timilsina’s extensive expertise and
practical advice, making each session a
valuable opportunity for learning and
advancement. The sessions are held
fortnightly, with joining links shared a
few days in advance across SONEUK’s
social media platforms.

  Professional Mentorship & Guidance Series 
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Er. Prashant Shah holds a B.E. in Civil Engineering, MSc in Construction Engineering
Management, and MSc in Geographical Information Science & Systems (GIS), and is
currently pursuing his PhD(part-time). He teaches HNC/FdSc and BSc Civil
Engineering programmes affiliated with the University of Plymouth. As a T-Level
Ambassador and active CIOB member, Prashant integrates academic excellence
with industry relevance, mentoring staff and students while promoting innovation,
sustainability, and digital transformation within the built environment, and
inspiring future engineers.

1. What inspired you to become an Engineer? Your brief overview of your engineering journey?

My inspiration to become an engineer came from a strong interest in structures, materials, and how the built
environment supports communities. I completed my BE in Civil Engineering, followed by an MSc degree in
Construction Engineering Management and GIS. Over the years, I have worked as a Head of Department
overseas, contributed to research, and now teach HNC, FdSc, BSc Civil Engineering/Construction Built and the
Environment and Fostering students of MSc Project / Dissertation in the UK.

2. Would you like to share challenges that you overcame in your journey?

Balancing Part-time teaching and non-technical jobs, advanced studies, and ongoing research has been
challenging. Moving between countries and adapting to different academic and professional standards also
required resilience, but each challenge strengthened my commitment to engineering and education with skilful
work.

3. What made you come to the UK and start your professional journey here?

I came to the UK to pursue advanced academic opportunities, gain international exposure, and contribute to
higher education within a globally recognised engineering and construction environment.

4. When and how did you first become involved with SONEUK?

I became involved with SONEUK shortly after moving to the UK in 2023 through colleagues already engaged in
the organisation. I saw it as a positive platform for connecting with Nepali engineers and contributing to our
professional community.

5. How did your volunteering journey begin? Any incidents that inspired or motivated you?

My volunteering began from a desire to support students and young professionals. Seeing how guidance,
mentoring, and technical support can boost confidence and career direction motivated me to contribute more
actively.

6. What were the main focus areas of your work during your volunteering period and how did it develop over
time?

I mainly focused on academic guidance, technical discussions, engineering education, and helping students
with career pathways. Over time, this expanded into supporting events, sharing professional insights, and
actively engaging with the wider engineering community

FEATURE INTERVIEW //

SONEUK , would like to acknowledge and recognise the contributions and support made by our fellow members
to the Nepalese engineering community, particularly in the areas of education, skill development, and
employment. 

Feature interview:  Er. Prashant Shah

In this edition of our newsletter, we are featuring an engineer who has been making
remarkable strides in these fields. Their continued dedication and passion serve as
an inspiration to us all, and we are proud to highlight their journey and
achievements.
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FEATURE INTERVIEW //

7. Can you elaborate on the output—any tangible results or impacts from your volunteering?

Many students have shared that the academic support, CV guidance, and career advice helped them gain
confidence and clarity in their progression. Several have advanced into further studies or engineering roles,
which I believe is a meaningful impact of the volunteering efforts.

8. How do you see the future growth of this initiative? Could collaboration with other organisations enhance
the impact?

Collaboration with universities, professional bodies, and industry partners would significantly strengthen the
initiative. Joint technical events, CPD sessions, industry visits, and structured mentoring programmes could
broaden the reach and create stronger pathways for aspiring engineers.

9. Can you point out areas of your help so that new aspiring SONEUK members may contact you?

Members can contact me for academic support (from school to Master level), curriculum guidance, research
advice, and general mentoring. I can also help with surveying instrument handling including Auto Level,
Theodolite, Total Station, Trimble, 3D Scanner, GPR, and GPS, and with professional software such as Tekla,
ArcGIS, QGIS, Ski-Civ, and ETABS. I also support learners preparing for opportunities within the civil
engineering and construction sector in the UK.

10. Are there any SONEUK events/activities that you are liking?

I particularly appreciate the technical webinars, networking sessions, and student-focused activities, CPD
events, as they help build technical confidence and professional awareness among young engineers.

11. In your opinion, are there any areas that you believe SONEUK should emphasise and can do better?

SONEUK is progressing well, but it could further enhance its impact by creating platforms for students to
present their dissertations or research work, allowing them to gain feedback and guidance towards
publication. Supporting members with pathways to professional memberships such as ICE, CIOB, and CEng,
etc., would also add strong value. Additionally, industry visits, volunteer-based internship support, and skill-
focused development programmes would greatly benefit aspiring engineers.

12. Any final message for SONEUK members and engineers?

Continue learning, stay curious, and support each other not only by making vlogs but also one-to-one.
Engineering is a profession that directly shapes society, and collaboration, continuous development, and
community engagement make our journey stronger and more meaningful.

SONEUK, Talk Programme Series was designed to reach all the aspiring young engineers to provide a platform
where they could come forward and present their ideas thus helping them to develop their soft skills such as
presentation, dealing with question and answers and networking with the fellow engineers.  We had
successful sessions in the past , however  we had hoped for greater participation and interaction, the overall
engagement remained lower than expected, which made it difficult for us to continue effectively. 

The executive committee has decided to pause the talk program series until further notice.  
 
We want to express our sincere appreciation to those who joined, shared their thoughts, and supported the
initiative. Your presence and encouragement meant a lot to us, and we are grateful for your involvement.

ANNOUNCEMENT //

Talk Programme Series - Paused Until  Further Notice
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It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Mrs.
Savitra Dhungana, beloved mother of SONEUK member Er. Arjun
Dhungana, who peacefully left us on 28th September 2025. 

We offer our heartfelt prayers for the departed soul. During this
difficult time, we extend our deepest condolences to Er. Arjun
Dhungana and his family. 

1.  Submission deadline for 11th SONEUK Conference on - Call for
Abstracts  - 15th December 2025

UPCOMING EVENTS //

SEASONS GREETINGS //

Condolence

May the new year bring you health, happiness, and hope!

SONEUK WOULD LIKE TO WISH 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2026 

and 

Tamu Losar

The Society of Nepalese Engineers in UK (SONEUK) has announced its
11th annual Conference on Science, Engineering & Technology, taking
place on Saturday, 4th July 2026 in London. 
This interdisciplinary event brings together researchers, engineers,
and technologists to share novel work through papers, posters, and
presentations. The conference focuses on key themes such as
sustainable innovation, digital transformation, safety, conservation,
and achieving net-zero goals. Participants are invited to submit
abstracts of original research across a wide range of topics—including
advanced engineering technologies, AI, climate solutions, disaster
management, smart cities, renewable energy, materials science, and
more. 
Key deadlines begin with abstract submissions due on 15th December
2025, leading up to the final submission on 15th May 2026. Full details
and submission guidelines are available via conference@soneuk.org
and the SONEUK website.


